The Elephant Route

Victoria Falls - Hwange National Park — Bulawayo — Matopos

Datum Destination/Aktivitdt Art der Unterkunft
Date Destination/Activity Type of Accommodation
Day 1 Flug Frankfurt-Johannesburg Im Flugzeug
Flight Frankfurt-Johannesburg In flight
Day 2 Ankunft in Johannesburg Hotel, Lodge oder
Weiterflug nach Victoria Falls, StraBentransfer zu Gastehaus in Victoria Falls
Unterkunft
Arrival in Johannesburg Hotel, lodge or B&B guest
Fly on to Victoria Falls, road transfer to accommodation house in Victoria Falls
Day 3 Tag in Victoria Falls Hotel, Lodge oder
Gastehaus in Victoria Falls
Day in Victoria Falls Hotel, lodge or B&B guest
house in Victoria Falls
Day 4 StraBentransfer zum Hwange Nationalpark Safarizelte oder Lodge
Transfer to Hwange National Park by road Safari tents or lodge
Day 5 Pirsch auf wilde Tiere zu Fu3 oder mit Gelandewagen Safarizelte oder Lodge
Game drives or walks in the park
Safari tents or lodge
Day 6 Pirsch auf wilde Tiere zu FuB oder mit Gelindewagen Safarizelte oder Lodge
Game drives or walks in the park
Safari tents or lodge
Day 7 Pirsch auf wilde Tiere zu FuB oder mit Gelandewagen Safarizelte oder Lodge
Game drives or walks in the park
Safari tents or lodge
Day 8 StraBentransfer nach Bulawayo Hotel oder Gastehaus
Transfer to Bulawayo by road Hotel or B&B guest house
Day 9 Matopos Nationalpark, StraBentransfer und Aktivititen Lodge
Matopos National Park, transfer by road and activities  Lodge
Day 10 Matopos Nationalpark, Aktivititen zu FuB oder mit Lodge
Gelandewagen
Matopos National Park, activities on foot or in 4x4 Lodge
vehicle
Day 11 Matopos Nationalpark, Aktivititen zu FuB oder mit Lodge
Gelandewagen
Matopos National Park, activities on foot or in 4x4 Lodge
vehicle
Day 12 StraBentransfer zum Flughafen Bulawayo Im Flugzeug
Flug nach Johannesburg und weiter nach Frankfurt
Transfer to Bulawayo Airport by road, flight to
Johannesburg and on to Frankfurt In flight
Day 13 Ankunft in Frankfurt/Arrival in Frankfurt

** Wir schlagen vor, dass Sie IThren Aufenthalt um einen Tag verldngern wenn Sie Wildwasser- fahren

mochten.

** We suggest extending your stay in Victoria Falls for another day if you wish to go whitewater rafting.




Elephant Route

Victoria Falls - Hwange National Park — Bulawayo — Matopos

We christened this part of the trip “Elephant Route” because visitors often have their
first sighting of elephants on the way to their accommodation in Victoria Falls. A lot
of the time, these are animals Cared for by one of the various tour operators who offer
guests elephant-back rides. But occasionally wild animals can be seen not far from
town, especially in the dry season. Also, guests will very often encounter elephants in
the neighbouring Victoria Falls and in Hwange National Parks.

Victoria Falls

David Livingstone was the first European to see and record the existence of these
magnificent waterfalls, naming them in honour of his Queen Victoria. The local
people called the Falls “the smoke that thunders” in their many different languages
and dialects. This name is very apt and a striking description of the rushing and
thundering sound of the water that can be heard at a distance of many kilometres at
high water and the spray that is visible as a white cloud over a great distance. Victoria
Falls has been listed as one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World is designated
as an UNESCO World Heritage site.

In bare terms
the water of the
Zambezi River
plummets into
the gorge to a
depth of 108
metres and at
high water over
a breadth of 1,7
km. But these

dry facts do
nothing to
describe  the
highly
impressive

reality of the
Falls. A visit in
the afternoon is
recommended,
because the sun shines into the gorge then and often creates several rainbows in the
spray. Guests should take their time to savour the visit, the incredibly loud thunder,
the always changing but nevertheless hypnotic sight of the falling water, the fresh
smell of the river, and of course —depending on the season- the occasional or almost
constant shower from the spray.

The town that has grown up beside the Falls has much to offer her visitors. There is a
huge choice of accommodation, from luxury hotels to backpacker lodges, from guest
houses to camping sites.



We can warmly recommend a small selection:

A lovely and very well maintained hotel a short distance out of town. It has
generously appointed rooms with balconies that offer a view over the bush of
the nearby national park. Airy architecture and thatched roofs make for
pleasant temperatures.

A private guest house directly in town. Many places of interest can be visited
on foot. The German hosts offer a pleasantly personal service, all rooms have
en suite shower and WC, ceiling fans and mosquito screens.

A lodge, several kilometres out of town, on the edge of the Zambezi gorge. All
well appointed, individually decorated and very private rooms have a
breathtaking view. Except for the occasional visits of the helicopters from
town, all you can hear are the sounds of nature.

If you have a special wish for your accommodation, we will be most happy to
make it come true if it is at all possible.

Many activities centred around the Zambezi River and its waterfalls are on offer for
visitors. Here is only a small selection that we can pre-book for you if you wish:

A guided tour of the Falls. Experience the Falls with a competent guide who
will explain the individual cataracts and some of their geological history to
you.

A helicopter flight over the Falls, “Flight of Angels”. This is the best way to see
the entire scope of the mighty Zambezi River and its many islands.

A boat ride at sunrise or sunset on the Zambezi River. Enjoy the scenery, the
splash and purl of the water, and the sight of the birds and animals that you
meet along the way.

A half-day canoe trip. Savour the power of the mighty river and watch the
birds and animals at “eye level”.

Whitewater rafting. Let the highly trained guides take you through
breathtaking rapids as you experience the awesome power of the Zambezi
where it surges through the gorges.

Bungee jumping. Experience one of the world’s most breathtaking free-falls as
you hurl yourself off the 130m high bridge into the gorge under control and
guidance of experienced operators.

Boma dinner. A buffet dinner par excellence with a huge choice of dishes and a
few show features.

Elephant back safari. Experience the bush from an “elephant eye” perspective
as you are carried by the world’s largest land mammal.

Our service includes:

v Transfer from the airport
v" Accommodation of your choice on the basis dinner, bed and breakfast

v' Activities: Guided tour of the Falls, Sunset Cruise and Boma Dinner are
included, other activities will be pre-booked on request

v Transfer to Hwange National Park



Hwange National Park

Hwange is Zimbabwe’s largest
national park, it is about
14.000 square kilometres in
size. Within its varied
ecosystems it is a home to over
one hundred species of
¢ mammals and four hundred
§ bird species. In the dry
season, the huge elephant
herds and many other
# mammal species can be found
at the artificial water points,
where ground water is pumped
into troughs and pans.

The bare facts and figures do
nothing to describe the
incredible experience of
following a guide through the bush, on the fresh spoor of a bull elephant or a pride of
lions. The sun burns down on your shoulders, the bleached grass is dazzlingly bright
to look at, you listen carefully to every sound, watch every movement, fret when you
step on a crackly twig or brush against a bush. You feel the wind in your face, smells
seem to be especially intense ... and then, the unique experience of seeing what you
have spent such a long time searching for! A huge grey silhouette in the shade of a
tree or the casual flicking of the black tuft of hair at the end of a lion’s tail.

There are, of course, other more conventional ways to watch animals in Hwange, for
example game drives in 4x4 vehicles allow you to cover greater distances and enable
good wildlife sightings. It is very relaxing, to sit in one of the viewing platforms at the
water points and watch the animals come to drink. None of these game viewing
options are exclusive of the others and we find the most interesting is a combination
of them all.

As far as the
accommodation is
concerned, we would
like to offer you two
options in Hwange, or
a combination of both.

e A lodge in the
south-easterly
area of the park.
Large, airy
safari tents
placed  under
thatch, with
bathrooms built
on to the rear of
the tents offer




pleasant temperatures both in summer and winter. All rooms have their own
veranda with a view of the water point. With short walks in the early
mornings, game drives into the park and excellent meals, guests can keep
busy all day or are at leisure to leave out one or the other activity and just
relax. The lodge can accommodate up to 16 guests.

A mobile tented
camp in one of
the other areas
of the park. The
domed tents
have a floor size
of 3x3 metres
and the roof is
normally high
enough in the
centre so that
guests can
stand without
bumping their
heads.
Depending on
the weather, all
four “windows” can be opened to catch the breeze. Camp beds, mattresses,
sheets and duvets are supplied, as are other very useful things, e.g. a strong
LED-light that illuminates the whole tent, a bedside table, a steel trunk in
which to lock up valuables. Showers and WCs are also supplied, either in
actual buildings or within canvas screens under the open sky. The mobile
camps accommodate only one group at a time. Activities will be suggested by
the guide, depending on weather and other prevailing conditions.

Our service includes:

v

<

The accommodation of your choice, 3 meals a day, tea, coffee, some local
beverages (no spirits), all safari activities.

In the mobile tented camp, the parks entry fees are also included.
Transfer to Bulawayo

Please note that the daily parks entry fees are not included when staying at the
lodge and must be paid on arrival.



Bulawayo

Depending on what you see on your way out of Hwange National Park, you will arrive
in the course of the afternoon. Bulawayo is the second largest town in the country
after the capital city Harare. There is a Natural History Museum and a Railway
Museum for those who are interested.

For your accommodation in Bulawayo, we would again like to recommend two
options.

e A private guest house. [
The experienced hosts
can accommodate a
maximum of  four
guests. The  parties
should also be agreeable
with each other because
the small tea and coffee
kitchen is between the
two rooms and must be
shared. The rooms, one
with a double bed, the
other with two twin
beds, are otherwise
independent of each other, very comfortable and have their own en suite
bathrooms. The food is excellent and breakfast on the veranda is a cosy

e Another private guest house
owned and run by a couple
from  Switzerland.  The
rooms are individually
decorated and lovingly cared
for. A very warm and cordial
welcome is given to every
guest. Relax at  the
swimming pool after a day in
town and enjoy a good meal
afterwards.

e A historic three star hotel in
one of the town’s quieter suburbs. The furnishing and décor of the rooms is
very old fashioned. The house has great colonial charm while offering all the
creature comforts. The staff are extremely obliging and the food is very good.

We can offer the option of several different activities in the city and its environs, e.g. a
visit to one of the museums, to a craft market or to a wildlife orphanage. A visit to a
women’s community self-help project could possibly also be arranged on request. In
this case, you should ideally prolong your stay by another night.

Our service includes:
v" Accommodation in guest house or hotel, dinner, bed and breakfast
v" Pre-booked activities if required

v Transfer to Matopos



Matobo National Park

Matobo covers an area of about 3000 square kilometres of granite hills and forested
valleys. About 400 km2 of this area is National Park, of which a part is set aside for
wildlife, in particular for the intensive protection of white and black rhinos. Matobo
Hills is an UNESCO World Heritage site. The scenery of Matopos is awesome,
consisting of hundreds of small hills; some are “balancing rock” kopjes (hills) others
are giant whaleback “dwalas”: huge domed expanses of bare granite.

Looking at the jumbles of
piled rocks on these kopjes
with imagination, like in the
clouds, one can see forms.
Some are unique to ones own
imagination, others are
easily recognisable, e.g. the
“camel” and the “mother and
child”. Within the caves and
crevasses formed by the
jumble of rocks are the
“canvasses “of San rock art.
Matobo has about 3000
registered sites of San rock
_ , paintings, some of them are
5*-5!"‘.‘""?{-'-'3??. o --al.:'-; " several thousand years old. It

' : is a haunting experience to
sit and look at the images, and i 1mag1ne what was going on in the minds of the artists
as they painted. Some of the images are beautifully and precisely executed, depict
animals, people, hunting scenes. Others look like hurried scrawls, again others are
figures that seem to have no concrete shape or form.

Many of the animals depicted in the paintings still abound in the area: eland and
giraffe wander between the hills, and baboons and dassies (rock hyrax) scamper over
the boulders. Above Verreaux’s eagles circle, the dassies forming their predominant
prey. Brightly coloured lizards bask in the sunshine on the rocks or race for cover
when frightened. The rock faces themselves are not a dull grey. They are painted with
bright blotches and streaks of red yellow and orange lichen. Amongst the rocks you
can find spectacular vegetation, none more so that the tenacious Rock figs that seem
to melt into the rock itself: incredibly long whitish roots stretch over bare rock and
disappear into the tiniest cracks and thick green leaves sprout in their canopies. On
the imposing “World’s View” dwala is the grave of Cecil John Rhodes. It is well worth
spending some time here because it really offers a stunning view of the surrounding
scenery. This forbidding environment is home to the diurnal elephant shrews that, if
you sit still, can be seen darting around as they look for insects to eat.



stone, each has its own individual shape and décor, and each ha

In order to access
and full experience
Matopos, we

suggest
accommodation in a
beautiful lodge that
is built on top of
one of the huge
rocks. The
individual  houses
are nestled in
among trees and
boulders affording
the guests a
maximum of
privacy. The rooms
are built of natural

s a veranda. Some of

the rooms offer stunning views over the valley. The kind and generous hosts make
this lodge a highly comfortable and relaxing place to stay and an excellent starting

point for tours into the surrounding park.

Matobo offers a broad spectrum of possible activities, here are a few suggestions for

you:

e A drive into the game park in search of rhinos and other wildlife, some of the

time will be spent walking.

e Depending on how energetic you feel, we can arrange long or short walks to
see some of the more striking rock painting sites. One of the longest tours is a
visit to Inanke Cave. Depending on how often you stop to savour the scenery,
you need about three hours to get to the cave, so you should calculate a total of

about 6 to 7 hours.

e Drives into the surrounding areas with visits to some other rock painting sites

and if you like, climb some hills and enjoy the scenery

e Avisit to Cecil John Rhodes’s grave and Worlds View.

Our service includes:

v' Accommodation in a lodge, three meals a day, lunch usually as a picnic

v' Activities in the park and entry fees included

v Transfer to Bulawayo airport

End of the “Elephant Route”




